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go to jail ? A taluka which clings to the practice of untouchability
will never be invited to court imprisonment. I, therefore, do not at
all doubt Bardoli's courage or its readiness to go to jail.

[From Gujarati]
Navajivan, 11-12-1921

244.   MT NOTESl

WELCOME COLONEL PRATAPSINGHJI

I have been hearing for a week now that, at the time of the
Congress session, the Government will hand over control of
Ahmedabad to Colonel Pratapsinghji and his men and that the
Colonel has undertaken to deal with the delegates attending the
Congress. I am absolutely sure that the rumour is unfounded.
The Government is not so timid or wicked or foolish as this rumour
suggests. It is sufficiently equipped to put down the Congress dele-
gates. I do not believe that the Government would like to sur-
vive with Colonel Pratapsingh's help. I am told, however, that
the simple-minded mill-workers have been frightened and feel
agitated. No one should hear such rumours or, having heard
them, spread them further. If there is danger of any kind, the
Congress will let the people know. It is a sign of cowardice to get
frightened by any and every kind of rumour, and cowards cannot
win swaraj or preserve it after winning it. Such fear, moreover,
is also a sign of lack of faith in God. Why can we not tell ourselves,
"God's will be done", and remain calm?

Let us suppose, however, that Colonel Pratapsinghji arrives
with his men. Is that any reason to get frightened? He, too, is one
of us. His men also are our own people. We should offer him our
services, welcome him and cheerfully face his men's bullets as well.
Why should we at all give them a chance to shoot ? Will they molest
people going about their way peacefully? If they do, we
may let them and continue on our way. Will they snatch away
our khadi caps ? If they try to, we should hold fast to our caps
and submit to the blows. If, despite that, they succeed in snatching
away the cap, we should put on another, come out again and sub-
mit to more blows. In the end, they will get weary of the business.
Those who cannot submit to blows may not pass along the road
on which they are stationed, but should not in any case put away
the white cap. A vegetarian, for instance, will not go to any
country, like the Arctic region, in which he cannot live without